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The night has always been popularly associated with a lack of safety, violence and fear. In time, we ourselves have also internalized the idea that danger exists outside of our homes. 

But we haven’t fallen for it. 
We won’t be locked up behind the bars of the domestic prison, where men – as masters, brothers and husbands - strengthen their hold on the bodies and freedom of women.   

We are ready to take to the streets to show that we will not be safer with more CCTV cameras, or with the increased militarization of our cities. Safety will come from our own freedom and self-struggle within and outside of these domestic walls.  

As governments and churches continue to propagate the familiar model which sees women as birth machines and nursemaids, society is becoming more and more fascistic, and among other things, resubjecting women to the well-known classification in which they are judged to be either ‘saints’ or ‘whores’. 

Violence is visible only when committed by an addict, an immigrant, or a Roma person, whilst the ‘drunkeness’ of ‘respectable kids’ acting only to satisfy what are seen as customary needs, is excused. This same behaviour in a woman is of course deemed reckless, because she has ‘gone out looking for it’. In all these instances, the roots of violence are ignored. Violence is seen as a digression from the norm, when we know that it is both widespread and promoted by mass media, backed by a misogynistic and patriarchal culture. 

It is for this reason that we want to experience our streets at night as well as during the day – we want this desire to be the thing that makes us feel safe.  The Street we are building to mark the start of the week of mobilization against male-to-female violence, will be the right moment to do this. It will be an opportunity, not only to unite and cross the city together, but also to live and experience it our way.  

This is what we want to say as women to other women, lesbians and trans women. Because a militarized city is not a safe city, just like a city full of vigilante groups and blades is not a safe city.
Our solidarity is our greatest safety.                        For more info: takebackthenight@grrlz.net
